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This is a section of the Final Report of the 
National Study of American Indian education, which has been 
funded by the United States Office of Education. 
The work reported here is part of a large 
University of Minnesota project,which has been financed from 
several sources. 
A Note on the NATAM Curriculum Series 
This curriculum unit was prepared by a Minnesota school teacher. 
The teacher has recently completed a University course (H.Ed. 111) on Indian 
education offered through the College of Education and::.the General Extension 
Division during the Spring Quarter, 1970. The course, greatly strengthened 
by the active partid.pation of the Indian Upward Bound Program at the 
University of Minnesota, grows out of an attempt to deal with certain prob-
lems noted in the University of Minnesota aspects of the National Study of 
American Indian Education. 
We believe this unit to be of possible value to Minnesota school 
teachers. We offer it as an example of what one teacher can do, after 
minimal preparation, toward developing curriculum materials on a "solo" 
basis for personal classroom use. 
Efforts of this kind are obviously not professional in the 
strictest sense. Yet they do offer Minnesota teachers with some immediate-
ly useable materials, written by their colleagues as the latter develop 
expertise within a new area of perscnal interest and growing competence.· 
In this sense, the NATAM Curriculum Series offers the chance to provide 
a needed ·service and to test a staff development model. 
We solicit your comments on any aspect of this series. 
The Coordinators 
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PURPOSE .Af.ID INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this paper is to discuss the role and program of the 
high school library in promoting Indian culture and contributions. Just 
as a unit is developed for a literature class, this paper is intended to 
be a unit for librarians to use in developing and m..1.:i.ntaini~g a lihraJ=Y 
program which will provide information and services regarding the American 
Indian. This unit is designed for schools where there are some Indian 
. students as well as a need to incorporate minority history and sensitivity 
into the total school curriculum. Many of the points discussed in this 
paper will also be applicable to elementary and junior high school 
libraries. 
The library is a collection of many materials of learning; selected, 
organized, and administered for seYvice to the students and faculty. 
Regardless of whether the collection is in one location or is decentral-
ized, all kinds of materials are incorporated: books, magazines, pamphlets, 
newspapers, maps, pictures, films, filmstrips, disc and tape recordings, 
slides and realia. These materials make possible the activities and 
services that provide for the library to be an educational force in the 
school. An effective on-going program of meaningful activities both within 
the library aud elsewher~, directly affects all -teachars, a11d atudents. 
Incorporating minority history and culture should be an important part 
of this program as well as a part of the school philosophy. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the school library must be developed in each 
school considering the school's philosophy. In general the following 
objectives are appropriate: 
1. The school library program reflects the philosophy 
of the school and enriches all parts of its educa-
tional prcgrrun. 
2. For the individual student, the library program 
offers valuable experiences and instruction that 
start with kindergarten and, expanding in 
breadth and depth, continue through the secon-
dary school. This continuity of the library program 
provides for the student a cumulative growth 
in library skills and in the development of 
reading, listening, and viewing abilities and 
tastes. 
3. The true concept of a school library program 
means instruction, service and activity through-
out the school rather than merely within the 
four walls of the library quarters. All phases 
o~ the school program are enriched by means of 
library materials and services. 
4. Every student within the school is reached by 
the library program according to individual 
needs. 
5. Through varied types of materials, the collections 
of the library provide for the many kinds of 
interests that its users have, for the different 
levels of maturity and ability of the: students, 
and for the wide range of demands evoked by the 
curriculum and the services of the modern 
school. 
6. The library is a laboratory for research and 
study where students learn to work alone and in 
groups under the guidance of librarians and 
teachers. 
-3-
7. The library program fonns one facet of an over~all 
guidance program in the school by making important 
contributions through its teaching, materials, and 
services to the personal, social, and vocational 
guidance of students.I 
1. American Library Association. Standards for School Library Programs, 
pp. 14-5. 
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THE ROLE OF THE LIBRARIAN 
Before any library prograrr. with students and teachers can be launched, 
the librarian must first be prepared. A librarian brings to any school 
system a general background of knowledge, a major subject area concentration 
of knowledge and an advanced course of study in the area of librarianship. 
Librarians should recognize the importance of knowing the community they 
serve. (Community refers to the students themselves, their family back-
ground, the local communtiy characteristics and resources, the faculty, 
and the philosophy of the school.) A knowledge of the community to be 
served is the first responsibility in developing any program within the 
school. It must be emphasized that this is also the first responsibility 
in meeting the needs of Indian students within the school. Since.the 
cultural heritage of Indian students is different than the average student, 
it is important to recognize that Indian students should be treated as 
exceptional students. Special educational concerns and programs must be 
maintained by the school system to help the Indian student become successful 
within the system and yet retain pride in their heritage and unique 
contributions to our American civilization. 
The library should contain as many materials as possible which give 
an accurate, authentic appraisal of the American Indian. All types of 
materials, print and non-print, should be considered for purchase. The 
available selection tools which provide bibliographies of recommended 
materials for school library materials should be carefully studied. Only 
th~se reaterials which depict Indian culture accurately should be purchased. 
The School Libr~ry Bill of Rights outlines the responsibilities of 
all school libraries for purchasing library materials. 
To provide materials that will enrich and support 
the curriculum, taking into consideration the varied 
interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the 
pupils served. 
To provide materials that will stimulate growth in 
factual knowled3e, literary appreciation, aesthetic 
values, and ethical standards. 
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To provide a background of information which will 
enable pupils to make intelligent judgments in 
their daily life. 
To provide materials on opposing sides of contro-
versial issues so that young citizens may develop 
under guidance the practice of critical reading 
and thinking. 
To provide materials representative of the many 
religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their 
contributions to our American heritage. 
To place principle above personal opinion and reason 
above prejudice in the selection of materials of 
the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive 
collecti~n appropriate for the users of the library.2 
The library program begins with the materials in the collection, but in 
order to be used most effectively, an educational program must be developed 
for the use of these materials. 
The following objectives should become a part of the school's library 
program. 
A. Be aware of the values and attitudes Indian students bring 
to the school. Exhibit an understanding and respect for these 
values and attitudes. 
B. Study the cultural and historical background of these 
Indian students. 
C. Know the students -- their educational background, achieve-
ments and potential. Maintain a friendly and helpful 
atmosphere .to encourage student use of the library. 
D. Promote the contributions, achievements and cultural heritage 
of Indian students in all pha.1es of the library program. 
-------------·----· 
2. Ibid., p. 7l 
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E. Know the library coi1ection thoroughly and maintain resources· 
which portray Indian culture and heritage accurately. 
Special effort will be required to maintain a collection 
of materials on Indians and written by Indians. Existing 
materials should be carefully studied for reliability 
and accuracy. Materials written, recorded or produced 
by Indians should be emphasized to demonstrate the 
contributions of Indians. 
F. Produce attractive displays which relate to the Indian 
culture in order to encourage further study and appreciation 
of the American Indian. 
G. Encourage reading by providing materials at all reading 
levels. 
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WORK WITH STUDENTS 
The following points are of importance in all contacts with students 
using the library. 
A. A thorough knowledge of the characteristics of growth 
from childhood to adulthood. 
B. Acceptance of young people from all kinds of backgrounds. 
C. A knowledge and an awareness of the cultures which make 
up the student body as well as the local connnunity. 
Teenagers must be accepted as individuals. The library staff must 
first gain the respect of these students in order to work with them. 
Showing a genuine interest in the students as individuals is probably 
the most important method in making _these students feel comfortable in 
using the library and its resources. 
This same confidence must be developed when working with Indian students. 
The librarian must have a knowledge of the culture patterns and the histor-
ical background of the Indians who attend the school. Every effort must 
be made to discover more about the student's family background, religious 
background and values, language patterns, and the total background of 
experiences which are different from the average high school student. 
There is an unique opportunity for librarians to work with students 
in a one-to-one relationship or in small groups. The possibility of in-
dividual attention must be encouraged and emphasized as Indian students 
require special attention and help in meeting today's educational demands. 
The special help they can obtain in this situation could be of great help 
in the student's adjustment to school and the assignments he is asked to 
complete. It is hoped that these students will grow to feel welcome in 
coming to the library and always receive friendly assistance to encourage 
their use of library resources. 
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The following points are offered as suggestions for meeting the 
needs of Indian students in the school and also promoting Indian understanding 
to the non-Indian students. 
A. Know the individual students and their achievement 
levels so that appropriate materials can be recommended 
to them. 
B. Show a personal interest in students in order to 
establish confidence and friendship. Be ready to help 
at all times. Do not let the students think they are 
interrupting or a bother when they ask for assistance. 
The librarian should watch for times when assistance 
can be offered. 
C. Supply as many types of materials as possible to 
meet the needs of the library program, which includes: 
guidance to meet individual, personal and social 
needs; growth in library skills; and assistance in 
study and research as related to the curriculum. 
D. Promote personalized reading guidance in order to 
provide students with materials appropriate to their 
interests and reading capabilities. 
E. Encourage students to use the library for small group 
meetings or clubs. Students should be welcomed to use 
the library for all types of activities. Suggestions 
for programs or resources could be made by the librarian 
which would further understanding of the American 
Indian. 
F. Bibliographies and reading lists should be compiled 
noting materials which provide information on 
Indian culture, history, contributions and achieve-
ments in as many subject areas as possible. These 
achievements should also be pointed out in discussing 
the bibliographies with students. They should be 
distributed and made readily available to all 
students. 
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G. Attractive, eye-catching displays should be designed. 
to promote the use of materials which accurately 
describe or show Indian culture and contributions. 
Non-print materials, such as lndian paintings, arts, 
and crafts should be emphasized. 
H. Students should be made aware of Indian contributions 
in all subject areas. Librarians can foster this 
knowledge when helping students locate materials 
for their classroom assignments. Book talks should 
be given and encouraged in the classroom and in the 
library to discuss books that accurately portray 
the American Indian. 
I. Personal help should be given to Indian students in 
learning library skills as they may not have been 
aware of the types of services and resources available 
in a school library program. 
J. Students should be encouraged to offer suggestions 
for additions to the school library's materials. The 
student's suggestions should be welcomed and handled 
with respect. 
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WORK WITH TEACHERS 
There are many areas where librarians work closely with the school's 
teachers. They include: coordinating the library's program and materials 
with the curriculum, meeting the instructional needs of individual students, 
and helping teachers locate materials for classroom instruction and special 
classroom projects. If these activities are not pursued the library 
might just as well not exist in the school. Librarians must work effectively 
with many different students and teachers in many subject areas. It is 
through this part of the library program that learning materials become 
a part of the curriculum. 
Librarians and teachers must be sensitized to all types of demands. 
The librarian's role in this function is demanding because of the number 
of areas of knowledge that are covered. Many materials and suggestions 
can be made available to the classroom through the library on Indian history, 
culture and· contributions. They can become~ part of each subject area 
and the materials and instruction offered. There are many methods which 
can be employed to incorporate this type of knowledge into the curriculum 
and into the classroom. The following list represents some suggestions 
that could be pursued·. 
A. Librarians should assume an active role when school 
curriculum is being planned. The instructional materials 
which make up an important part of the library should be· 
interpreted an<l incorporated into all phases of the 
instructional program. Each subject area could present 
some relevant part of the Indian's past or present. 
Examples of this type. of insturci;ion might include:.· 
1. American Literature 
!. 
a. Read and discuss materials written by American 
b. 
c. 
Art 
a. 
b. 
c. 
Indians. 
Discover words derived from the languages 
of the American Indians. 
Study Indian language characteristics. 
Study specific phases of Indian art and 
their contributions. 
What types of Indian implements and tools 
were used to create ·this art? 
Indian architecture and its impact. 
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3. Reading 
a. Materials should be used which accurately 
tell the story of the American Indian. 
b. Biographies and fiction dealing with Indians 
should be sought. 
c. Bibliographies should be prepared which locate 
these materials and also grade their reading 
level for remedial and developmental classes. 
4. Mathematics 
a. Instructional units should be constructed on 
various tribes and the numbering systems 
they developed.' 
b. Trade and barter -- What were the forms used? 
c. Calendars developed by American Indian tribes. 
5. American History 
a. Units should be carefully developed to give 
accurate information about the American Indian. 
b. Contributions, achievements and Indian leaders 
could be stressed in a separate unit. 
c. Many special individual or small group projects 
could be assigned in this area to study the 
vast impact of Indians on American history. 
d. Community resources should be drawn upon for 
special emphasis: speakers from the Indian 
community; visits to Indian museums, exhibits, 
or sales outlets; speakers from community 
agencies that aid Indians and their families; 
speakers capable of relating Indian history; 
Indian craftsmen; etc. 
e. A study unit on the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
f. A study unit on the American Indian Movement. 
g. A study unit on Federal legislation concerning 
the American Indian. 
6. Social Studies 
a. The. Indian contributions and culture should 
be included in all units covered in the 
social studies area. Many different techniques 
could be used to do this: speakers; individual 
projects; small group discussions, panels or 
debates: field trips; research topics for papers, 
oral.reports, or group discussions; etc. 
b, Agencies dealing with Indian affairs could 
help supply materials and speakers. 
c. The local Indian Week activities might be 
shared by the social studies classes. 
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d. Special televised program dealing with the 
American Indian today might be assigned. 
e. Indian students could share experiences with 
the other members of the class. 
f. Current Indian problems, local or national, 
might be studied by the classes. 
7. Music 
a. A unit on Indian contributions to American 
music. 
b. Indian dances. 
c. Indian music today. 
8. Home Economics 
a. A study of the Indian woman,her role in Indian 
history, her contributions, her role in the 
family, and her role today. 
b. A study of Indian dress and costume. 
c. Contributions in foods and clothing. 
d. A comparison of Indian families and the_ 
American middle class family of whites. 
e. Attitudes in raising Indian children. 
9. Industrial Arts 
a. Indian contributions in crafts, handicrafts, and 
industries. 
b. The Indian home - its architecture, furnishings, 
and tools. 
10. Science 
a. Indian knowledgeof wild plants and their uses. 
b. Indian contributions in general science. 
c. Farming contributions. 
d. Conservation activities and contributions. 
11. Humanities 
a. Religious practices of various Indian 
tribes. 
b. Mythology and folklore of Indian tribes. 
c. Languages and how they developed. 
These ideas represent but a few of the suggestions that 
could be made ot teachers who are working on or writing 
curriculum. When librarians are a part of the curriculum 
team this type of suggestion can be discussed and library 
resources can be obtained for the students. The library 
can be used to research any one of these topics and 
librarians should be knowledgeable about Indian history to 
relate this type of suggestion. When this type of curriculum 
is evident in all school programs students will be more aware 
of the American Indian's contributions to our his~ory. 
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B. Bibliographies should be prepared for teachers to use 
with their classroom units. The culture and contributions of 
Indians should be included and discussed with the 
teachers. 
C. The librarians should actively participate in preparing 
small group and classroom assignments which are to be 
fulfilled using library materials. Pre-planning with 
the teachers and work with students while actually 
completing the assignment should result in the objectives 
of the assignment being fulfilled. 
D. Many informal discussions result in new ideas for both 
librarians and teachers. The resources available in 
the school library· should' be emphasbed, both formally 
and informally, as much as possible in order to create 
an educational program which uses these materials as 
much as possible. 
E. Informational lists and bulletins should be distributed 
by the library describing new materials, speical displays, 
non-print materials, and programs taking place in the 
library. 
F. The librarian should be available to make classroom 
visits to discuss resource materials required for special 
projects, reading incentive programs, new materials added 
to the library, characteristics of the resource materials 
for given areas and other topics related to the use of 
library materials. 
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OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL 
A main purpose of the school library is to promote life-time reading. 
Students should be made aware of the services and materials available at the 
Public Library. It is hoped that once out of school students will continue 
to use libraries and make use of the materials available at the public 
library or other special libraries available to them. Many Indian students 
may not realize these otherlibrary services exist. A field trip activity 
might be initiated for them to tour the public library and become familiar 
with the personnel and the materials and services available. The librarian 
could set up such an activity with the Indian students in the school. 
Many students use the public library along with the school library. 
The evening hours of public libraries make it possible for many more 
students to use this facility. The school librarian should establish some 
type of communication system with thepublic librarian. The purpose would 
be to keep the pu·Jlic librarian infortr.ed of speci·al projects and research 
topics currently being studied or carried out in the school library. The 
public libr~rian is then in a better position to prepare required materials 
and make them available to the high school students. 
This writer feels it is important to sponsor the idea of libraries 
cooperating with each other to form library "systems." This appears to 
be the only way to make,materia:l.s available to as many as possible. When 
a library patron can go to a library and receive the desired materials 
from another library through interlibrary loan at the local library, then 
the local library is providing real library service. Some areas can not 
afford to proviµe all services and materials to their patrons. Through 
interlibrary loans and library systems all people will be able to obtain 
the desired materials from their local library. 
Librarians should do as much as possible to promote acquiring accurate 
and authentic minority materials. Information regarding successful programs 
and materials should be transmitted to other librarians in the locality 
and through the local, state and national library associations. Biblio-
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graphies and informative articles could be written for the journals and 
bulletins published by these associations and other library publishers. 
Librarians should also attend and participate in workshops, seminars, 
committees and organizations to transmit their ideas and successful programs. 
~ 
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